THE AMERICAN ELECTION PROCESS

Leading to the 2004 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Prepared by Sunnie Bates for the League of Women Voters of Georgia
Trying to follow the presidential election without an understanding of what’s going on is like watching a foreign-language film without the sub-titles. You get the general idea but miss a lot of the drama and excitement.  Before we talk specifically about this election, we need to briefly review American history as it relates to our elections.

When the pilgrims landed on Cape Cod on November 11, 1620, they knew that even though they were English citizens, they needed rules to govern themselves in this distant land.  So the 41 men aboard the Mayflower, following their charter from the English king directing them to form a civil body politic, signed the Mayflower Compact, the first of many plans for self-government. By 1733, there were 13 colonies, each with its own government, though all believed they owed allegiance to England.

The colonial governments, though different in some areas, all established practices that became key parts of our nation’s system of government: 1) a written constitution that guaranteed basic liberties and limited the power of government, 2) a legislature of elected representatives and 3) separation of powers between the chief executive and the legislature.

One important difference between the colonial governments was that some colonies restricted voting rights to church members. In fact, nine of the thirteen colonies had an official church and in Virginia, if you broke the Sabbath 3 times, you could be punished with death. 

We declared our independence from Great Britain in 1776, after more than a year of fighting the English who were trying to tighten control over the colonies. There had already been two meetings of the colonies to establish better government for all the colonies and to work out the differences between them. By 1781, the rebel colonies had agreed to a loosely united government lacking a lot of necessary elements such as ability to tax, an executive branch and rules about trade. But it was a step in the right direction. Because of its weaknesses, a Constitutional Convention was called and a new constitution was written which became effective June 21, 1788. It’s stated purpose was to provide stability and order, protect citizen’s liberties and serve the people. Georgia was the fourth state to ratify. 

You have noticed that you are receiving new quarters in your change. They are being minted and distributed in the order of the year when the various colonies became states. You can learn about this program on the Internet at www.usmint.gov/50states.

So now we had a CONSTITUTION, but in order to get two thirds of the states to ratify it, there had to be an agreement that the first order of business of the new government would be to add amendments guaranteeing certain freedoms for the people. James Madison of Virginia introduced a set of amendments and the states ratified them in 1791. They are the Bill Of Rights. All of them are important, but the one important in our discussion of voting, the 10th is very important because it states that the powers not given by the constitution to the federal government nor denied to the states belong to the states. Therefore, the method of voting is determined by each state with separate rules in each state. We will discuss this later when we talk about the reasons for and against eliminating the Electoral College.

Other amendments relating to voting are

15th: black men are given the right to vote. 1870

19th: women are allowed to vote following 49 years of struggle, 1920

24th:  a requirement to pay a tax in order to vote is prohibited. 1964

26th: citizens 18 years are given the right to vote. 1971

A side note:  In 1972, an Equal Rights Amendment, giving women the same rights as men, was introduced and passed by Congress but the time limit for ratification ran out before it could be ratified by the required 38 states. It was ratified by 35 states, not including Georgia. I find it interesting that the proposed constitution for Iraq calls for equal rights for Iraqi women but there is nothing in our constitution stating that women and men have equal rights.

Through the years, there were many efforts to limit voting or registration to vote, mostly by minorities, and it has been necessary to pass laws to break down those barriers, such as literacy tests, property ownership, grandfather clauses, poll tax and inconvenient registration and voting places and hours. Major pieces of legislation were the Voting Rights Act enacted in 1965, the National Voter Registration Act in 1993, and the Motor Voter Act of 1995 allowing citizens to register when and where they get their driver’s licenses.

 In 2002, there were two major pieces of legislation, the Help America Vote Act, (HAVA) and the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act, (BCRA) which had a great impact on financing campaigns. A very important feature of the HAVA is that, for the first time, the federal government is helping states and localities with funds to improve election procedures.

OUR CONSTITUTION

Our constitution calls for three equal branches of government:

The LEGISLATIVE, consisting of the two houses of Congress, the House of Representatives and the Senate, and having the responsibility of making laws.

The EXECUTIVE, establishing the office of President and defining some of the powers and duties of the presidency while giving him broad and general executive power. It established the qualifications for the office and procedures for electing the President and providing for a Vice President.

The JUDICIAL, establishing the Supreme Court to head the judicial branch, allowing the creation of other federal courts to rule on certain kinds of cases and defining treason against the United States.

The same divisions of power exist in each state, though the laws passed differ from state to state. The Constitution gives to each state the power and responsibility to determine how the electors in presidential elections are chosen.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR FEDERAL OFFICES

A President or Vice President must be a natural born citizen, at least 35 years of age and a resident of the US for at least 14 years. Both can serve 2 4-year terms. In addition, if a President either dies or resigns before serving at least 2 full years, the Vice President can complete the deceased or resigned President’s term of office and if elected, still serve 2 full additional terms, a total of 10 years. The President’s salary, not including an expense account, is $400,000. The Vice President’s salary is $198,600. There are many other benefits.

A Senator must be a citizen at least 9 years before election, at least 30 years of age and a legal resident of the state he represents. Senators are elected in even numbered years for a 6-year term, with one third elected every 2 years. In the event of the death or resignation of a Senator, the state legislature can authorize the Governor to appoint someone to complete the term or he can call for an election of someone to complete the term. Senators’ pay is $145,100. President Pro Tem of the Senate receives $161,200. 

A member of the House of Representatives must be a citizen for 7 years, at least 25 years of age and a legal resident of the state he represents. The term is for 2 years and is voted on in even numbered years. If a Representative dies or resigns, the Governor of his state must call for an election. A Representative receives $145,100. Speaker of the House receives $186,300. This figure probably reflects the fact that the Speaker is next in succession to the presidency after the president and vice president, should both be unable to serve.

Each state, county, city or town makes rules stating qualifications for candidates and rules for elections in their jurisdictions.

You may wonder where candidates come from.  Most have held other elective offices. Of our last 5 Presidents, 4 have been Governors (G. W. Bush, Clinton, Reagan and Carter). The political parties develop candidates and some organizations seek candidates who agree with their goals and support the prospective candidate with training, promotion and finances. However, every President since George Washington has had the support of one of the two major political parties of the time.

But there have been candidates who have never held any elective office who have run for President. In the last few elections Ross Perot and Steve Forbes, both billionaires, spent millions of their own money seeking the presidency. Ralph Nader, a consumer advocate and environmentalist who ran in 2000 as the candidate of the Green party, has announced he will run again this year.  There is an occasional Libertarian candidate.  Regardless of whether a candidate is a member of a political party, each candidate must meet the qualifications of the state to get on the ballot.

THE ELECTION PROCESS BEGINS WITH REGISTRATION

To vote, you must have registered at least 30 days earlier in Georgia and prior to some specific date in all other states except North Dakota, where there is no registration. In the other states, if you have voted regularly, there is no requirement to register again unless you have moved. Maine, Minnesota and Wisconsin allow voters to register on Election Day.

· Registration is easy in Georgia. You can register at the Motor Vehicle Bureau, your library, school and at other designated places and online.  Registration forms are available by phone from many sources, including

· the Voter Registration Office in your county, (Fulton County   

· Registration and Elections Office, 404-730-7020,

· the political parties, 

· the League of Women Voters of your county, 

· the office of the Georgia Secretary of State at 404-656-2871, 

· and offices of public assistance.

PRIMARIES AND CAUCUSES

First, candidates must be chosen for the offices of President, Senators, Representatives, Governor, state Legislator and other statewide offices like Secretaries of State and Education.  Except in the case of the President, if there is no winner who receives a majority of the votes or there is a tie, a run-off election is required to determine a winner.

This first vote is in an election is called a PRIMARY. The names of the candidates for President may be on the ballot, as they are in Georgia but you are voting to choose DELEGATES pledged to support a particular candidate at the party’s national convention. Georgia’s primary was on March 2. 

In the early years, candidates for President were chosen by congressional leaders who met in secret to choose candidates. But in 1824, Andrew Jackson, who lost the election that year, rebelled against the system, forcing changes, and he won the election 4 years later. Beginning in 1832, party leaders decided to have national conventions with party members selecting candidates. By 1916 half of the states were having primary elections to choose candidates for President and Vice President. And in the 1970’s, both major parties changed rules to include more women, minorities and young people as delegates.

 By 1988, 38 states were choosing presidential candidates by voting in primary elections for ¾’s of their delegates, the rest of the delegates being important party members, Governors and Congressmen, the “super delegates.” This year, John Kerry had the support of many of the super delegates early in his candidacy before most of the primaries.

Primaries operate under state laws and on different dates, from January 19 in Iowa this year to June 8 in Montana. Georgia’s primary was March 2, when 23 states held their primaries on “Super Tuesday.” In some states, including Georgia, a voter does not have to be a member of the party in whose primary election he votes. Republican and Democratic parties plan to hold primaries in more than 40 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico this year. 

The other way to select candidates is by a method called CAUCUS, where party members meet at the local level to make their preferences known. Then they must work their way up through caucuses at the district, county and state levels. 

Some party primaries give all of their votes to the candidate who gets the most votes.  Most states call for delegates to be selected in proportion to the votes received, for example, if a candidate receives 35% of the vote he gets 35% of the delegates. All Democratic primaries follow that principle.

By Super Tuesday, it was obvious that the Democratic candidate would be John Kerry. President Bush is unchallenged in his bid for the Republican nomination for a second term.

NATIONAL POLITICAL CONVENTIONS

The Democratic National Convention will be held in Boston on July 27 with about 4300 delegates in attendance. The Republican National Convention will be held in New York with about 2200 delegates. The number of delegates is determined by the state population and the strength of the party in the state.

Because of primaries and caucuses, the importance of the national political conventions is not to choose nominees for President, but to ratify the choices voters have already made and to unify the party members behind the chosen candidate. A party platform stating the goals and positions on important topics is written. Some of the also-ran candidates are there specifically to push for their ideas to be included in the platform.  Even the vice presidential candidate will probably be known before the convention as the presidential candidate selects the person he wishes to have as his running mate. The most dramatic event is when the presidential candidate makes his acceptance speech in which he lists his priorities and points out the difference between him and his opponent. 

THE CAMPAIGNS

The conventions are supposed to be the official beginning of the campaign for the presidency and other offices. In reality, the campaigns have been on for months throughout the primaries. 

The goal of the candidates is to appeal to as many different kinds of people in as many different ways as possible without offending any group. We have about 150 million people eligible to vote, though less than half have voted in recent presidential races. The parties and candidates try to energize voters to go to the polls. To reach and inspire voters requires an effective national organization, large staff and many volunteers as well as enormous amounts of money.

 The candidates’ messages must appeal first to party loyalists and undecided candidates for the party nomination. Once the party makes a nomination official or it is obvious who the nominee will be, the candidate must change his message to appeal beyond the party faithful and be careful not to antagonize any group in the hope of reaching undecided voters and those dissatisfied with the opposite party.  The candidate doesn’t want to be very specific about what he will do for fear of being too controversial. But the public wants to know his stand on issues. This is why the presidential debates, media interviews and other unscripted campaign events are so important as they provide the news media with the chance to ask challenging questions. 

Years ago, the League of Women Voters began arranging candidate debates at all levels of government. When their success became obvious, the media and parties wanted to take control so they could take advantage of their candidates’ abilities or lack thereof. Listen to debates carefully to see if answers to questions are concise and not evasive.

THE MONEY CHASE

Whatever the candidate’s message, it will cost him many millions of dollars to get his message to the people. An educated guess is that the 2000 presidential campaign cost $1.5 billion with a third of that going to media for advertising. BusinessWeek magazine 3/29/04, predicted “television spending this political season is expected to reach $1.1 billion”. According to the Atlanta Journal Constitution of 4/3/04, “the Kerry campaign said on April 2 that more than half of the record $50 million he has collected this year has been raised online.  Kerry hopes to reach $105 million by the party’s nominating convention in late July… Bush has raised more than $182 million.” 

In 1974, the federal government began passing laws setting limits individuals could give to candidates and prohibiting corporations and labor unions from making direct contributions to federal candidates but permitting their political action committees to do so within set limits. Independent PAC’s, in effect new interest groups, have been very effective in raising money on the Internet as was shown by Harold Dean’s early success in tapping many small contributors for $19 million. Ads on the web can be harder hitting than on TV and are free of many regulations that govern TV. 

In order to control the spending, the BCRA, Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act passed in 2002, limited individual contributions to $2000 and a company’s Political Action Committee (called PAC) was limited to $5000 per candidate but the company could solicit unlimited numbers of contributions from individuals and friends. That method of contributing is called bundling and has proved very important for groups to get contributions from their members

A system was set up in 1972 to include public financing for presidential candidates who agreed to specific contribution and spending limits. A Federal Election Commission was set up to enforce the rules.

In 1976, the Supreme Court ruled that there could be no limit placed on congressional campaign spending and in 2000, Jon Corzine of New Jersey who had no political experience, wanted to be a Senator. He was elected but it cost him 60 million dollars of his own money, the most ever spent to gain a senate seat. 

But the court ruled that there could be spending limits for presidential candidates who accept federal funds because these were voluntary limits since the candidate could refuse to accept federal funds. And independent groups and individuals could contribute unlimited amounts to campaigns. 

 Congress made additional changes in the rules in the 1970’s but left a loophole by allowing political parties to spend money on “party building” activities. The loophole has been used to allow many millions to go from political parties to their candidates. This money is called SOFT MONEY because it is not subject to federal limits. It allows wealthy groups and individuals to give unlimited amounts to the candidates.

 On 3/30/2004, the Republican National Committee pressed the Federal Election Committee to change rules now after the presidential race has begun, causing any non-profit organization to be reclassified as a political committee if they criticize or commend members of Congress or the President based on their official act or policy positions. It would void the groups’ tax-free position, crippling the ability of groups to raise and spend money in pursuit of their mission and causing them to be unable to receive grants from any corporation, union or individual in excess of $5000 a year. Some people believe the purpose of this measure would be to silence thousands of groups of all types who have raised questions or criticisms of any kind about the present administration, its records and its policies and that it would violate many of our basic freedoms. 

WHY DON’T MORE PEOPLE VOTE?

Campaigns can become very nasty and can deteriorate into personal attacks with false charges about the opponent’s beliefs and record and rumors about the private lives of the candidates. Many people deplore such activity but it’s always quickly picked up by the media and is believed to be one of the causes that so many people do not bother to vote. Some people believe the campaign is too long and they lose interest. Many American residents, about 10%, can’t vote because they are noncitizens, prison inmates or have been convicted of a felony. Less than 25% of the voting-age population voted for President Bush. In that race, 67% of registered voters actually voted.

There are many people who have never registered in the first place. Any woman who does not vote should remember the many brave women who worked for 49 years to get the right to vote. It took imprisonment, hunger strikes with forced feeding, placement in mental institutions, beatings and harassment, marches, parades, picketing and endless speeches by the suffragettes to finally embarrass President Wilson in 1920 to encourage Congress to pass the amendment giving women the right to vote. And it was the vote of one man in the Tennessee legislature, who, at the urging of his mother, cast the vote that meant that enough states had ratified the amendment for it to become law.

ELECTION DAY

The general election will be on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November, this year November 2. Voters choose between the candidates for the President and Vice President (chosen as a team), Congressmen, Senators and other office seekers who were chosen by each party and any other qualified candidates. If there is no candidate with a majority of the votes in races other than the presidential race, there must be a run-off election to choose between the two candidates with the most votes. This year in Georgia, it may be necessary for voters to go to the polls 5 times, counting possible run-offs.

WHY TUESDAYS?

In the early days of our country, traveling a distance by horseback or carriage in the winter was very difficult. Sundays were reserved for church and Monday was needed for travel to the polling place, so voting took place on Tuesday.

VOTING

When you register, you receive a card telling you where to go to vote in your precinct.  At the polling place you will be asked for identification and your name, address and age will be checked against the official list of registered voters. If you have moved, are using a different name, live in another precinct, do not have proper identification or are not on the official list of voters, you may be asked to complete a new voter registration form or vote by a provisional ballot which will be checked at the office of elections to verify the information you give before it is counted. The provisional ballot is new this year. THE REDISTRICTING THIS YEAR MOVED SOME VOTERS TO A NEW DISTRICT. CHECK TO BE SURE YOU ARE REGISTERED IN THE RIGHT DISTRICT AND KNOW YOUR POLLING PLACE.

You will be given a card similar to a credit card to insert into the voting machine. Follow the instructions on the machine. Check to be sure you properly indicated the candidates you meant to select. When you remove the card, your vote is recorded.

Georgia is the first state to be using electronic voting machines statewide. There has been a lot of controversy about the security of the machines, and some people want there to be a paper record of each vote, a paper trail, which could make possible checking the votes recorded on the machines.  Our Secretary of State, Cathy Cox, has indicated that she believes the electronic voting machines are a big improvement on methods used in the past, paper ballots, voting machines with levers, punch cards, etc. and sees no need for a paper trail. The LWVGA also believes the electronic machines are secure.  But the belief persists that hackers could get into the machines and change the votes. 

Much of the worry about the electronic machines came about when the President of the Diebolt Company, the maker of the machines used in many states including Georgia, was quoted as saying that he would do whatever it took to elect George Bush. He is a big contributor to the President. A bill, SB 500, passed the Georgia Senate putting on hold any action to require a paper trail until certain is taken on the federal level. Final action on this bill did not take place before the legislative session and was not considered in the special session the Governor called.

Almost as soon as the polls close in either the primary or general election, the news media will declare a winner of the popular vote even though absentee and provisional ballots have not been counted. They make predictions by exit polls and by checking the votes in selected key districts as precinct reports are released.  A complicating factor is that polls close 3 hours later in the west than in the east.

THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE

The writers of the constitution argued long and hard about how to choose a President. They considered having Congress elect the President but that violated the important principle of separation of powers and that would give Congress a way to dominate the President. They considered a popular vote, but the founding fathers felt that citizens could not make a wise choice because they knew little about potential leaders and some thought the most popular candidate might not be the most qualified.

 Finally a compromise was reached by provided for the establishment of the ELECTORAL COLLEGE. At election time ELECTORS would meet in their respective state capitals and choose two leaders, the one with the most votes becoming President and the second becoming Vice President. But in the election of 1800 for our 3rd President, the two candidates received the same number of votes until the 36th ballot. It was obvious the system must change. The 12th amendment in 1804 called for separate votes for President and Vice President. The two political parties saw the need to have the two top leaders belong to the same party with each party choosing their electors, so with some modifications, this is still the rule. 

The Electoral College is made up of 538 electors, a number determined by the total of members of the Senate (100), House of Representatives (435) and 3 from Washington, DC. To elect a President and Vice President, a total of 270 votes are needed. Every 10 years there is a national census, and the number of electors in each state is adjusted to reflect changes in population. Because of long-term population trends, a number of southern and western states will have more electors in 2004 than they had in 2000 and several states in the northeast and the midwest will lose electors. States that voted for President Bush will gain 7 electoral votes in the reapportionment. Georgia will have 15 electors, a gain of 2.

In all but 2 states, the party whose candidate receives the largest popular vote wins all the electoral votes, even if it is by only one vote. In Maine and Nebraska, who will have 4 and 5 electoral votes respectively, the candidate who wins the state’s popular vote gets 2 electoral votes and the others are awarded according to who wins in each congressional district. Most states do not have laws requiring an elector to vote for the candidate who won the popular vote. Eleven times an elector has voted for a different candidate, but it did not change the outcome of any election. This happened last in 1988. 

As we have said, the winning candidate, should receive 270 electoral votes, and victory is usually announced on Election Day. The vote by the Electoral College has become largely ceremonial.

Four times in history the candidate who lost the popular vote won the election, in 1824, 1876, 1888 and 2000. 

If no presidential candidate receives a majority, the House of Representatives picks the winner from the top 3 vote getters, with each state’s delegation in the House casting only one vote, regardless of its size. This has happened twice in history, in 1800 and 1824.

 SHOULD WE ELIMINATE THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE?

There are good arguments on both sides of this debate. 

Those in favor of keeping the present system point out that it has worked well without much complaint through wars, economic depression and several periods of civil unrest. It fosters a two party system and inhibits splinter parties which can cause political unrest and deadlock. It gives added power to minority groups, allowing a small number of voters to make the difference in determining which candidate gets the state’s electoral votes. And it promotes a federal system of government as it was designed to reflect each state’s choice for President and Vice President. Most important, to abolish it in favor of a nationwide popular election would strike at the heart of our federal system, which reserves important political powers to the states.

Those who want to change the system emphasize that the present system is based on who wins a state’s vote, not on the popular vote. In 2000, Al Gore received more than a half million more popular votes than George Bush. The present system makes many people feel that their vote doesn’t matter If they hear from the news that Candidate X is bound to win their state, they may not bother to vote. It violates the one-person one-vote ideal. There is nothing preventing electors from not voting for the candidate to whom he was pledged, In 2000, one elector from the District of Columbia abstained.

WHAT HAPPENED IN 2002?

As Election Day came to a close, it gradually became clear that the outcome of the whole election rested on Florida. Without Florida’s vote, Al Gore had 266 of the needed 270 electoral votes. George Bush had 246 and Florida’s 25 votes would decide the election. The law in Florida required a recount if the election was won by less than 0.5%. Bush was leading but by well under 0.5%.

 For 36 days, there were recounts amid disputes over which ballots were to be counted. There were charges that the ballots were so poorly designed that voters couldn’t tell where to punch the ballots. There were many overvotes, votes for two candidates for the same office. There were hard to count ballots because the punch cards didn’t punch out the chads clearly and there were not consistent rules about judging them. A number of civil right activists claimed that many African Americans were not allowed to vote, prompting 8 media organizations to examine in detail the problems in Florida after the election. They found that predominately black districts had 3 times as many rejected ballots as white districts. No doubt a confusing ballot, poorly trained poll workers and misleading instructions played a role.  In addition, a private firm had been hired by the state to purge the voter rolls of dead people, duplicate names and felons, who are ineligible to vote. People who had been found guilty of less serious crimes had been struck from the polls erroneously. 

After an important decision in which the Florida Supreme Court ordered recounts to continue (which helped Gore), the Bush campaign appealed to the US Supreme Court which issued a unanimous opinion that the Florida Supreme Court had to explain why it extended the recount. But on December 8, when the Florida court ordered a full statewide manual recount, the Bush campaign again appealed to the US Supreme Court. 

The following is quoted from the book American Dynasty by Kevin Phillips:   “On December 11, the 5-justice majority holding for Bush declared that “THE INDIVIDUAL CITIZEN HAS NO CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO VOTE FOR ELECTORS FOR PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES UNLESS AND UNTIL THE STATE LEGISLATURE CHOOSES A STATEWIDE ELECTION AS THE MEANS TO IMPLEMENT ITS POWER TO APPOINT MEMBERS OF THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE.” The court then added that even after giving the choice of electors to the public, a state legislature could take the selection into its own hands. Harvard historian Alexander Keyssar, author of The Right to Vote: The Contested History of Democracy in the United States, called this “one of the stranger developments of the post-election conflict: the blunt expression of a legal argument denying that Americans actually possess a right to vote in presidential elections.”

Beyond a doubt, the controversial Florida recount gave a big push to efforts to reform how our elections are conducted. And in 2001 Congress passed the Help America Vote Act, which sets standards for the conduct of federal elections across the country and offers states financial help in improving their voting systems and process. Some progress has been made in implementing the changes required in the law and it is hoped that the election in 2004 will go much smoother. It is expected to again be a very close race.

ADDENDUM

Following is the schedule for Election Days in Georgia in 2004.

MARCH 2 - PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE PRIMARY – SPECIAL ELECTION to choose delegates who will represent preferred candidates in each party at its national convention. A referendum on the state flag was included. 

JULY 20 - GENERAL PRIMARY - NON-PARTISAN SPECIAL ELECTION to choose US Senators and District 5 and 6 Representatives, Public Service Commissioners, State Senators and Representatives, District Attorney-Superior Court, Justices of Supreme Court, Judges of Court if Appeals and Judges of Superior Court. Other countywide offices in counties, such as Board of Education, Sheriff, Solicitor, Clerk of Superior Court, Surveyor and Tax Commissioner in Fulton County.

AUGUST 10 - RUNOFF if necessary.  If no candidate in the prior primary election received a majority of votes, a Runoff Election is held to choose between the 2 candidates who received the most votes.

NOVEMBER 2 - GENERAL NON-PARTISAN SPECIAL ELECTION to choose electors to vote for President and Vice President, and the winners of the primaries for the various offices listed above. 

NOVEMBER 23 - RUNOFF ELECTION if necessary. Does not apply to presidential race.
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